
On Friday the 2nd of May 2014 Caprivi 

Concerned Group (CCG) submitted a peti-
tion to SADC in Gaborone, Botswana.  
 

The petition addressed to the Executive 
Secretary of Southern African Develop-
ment Community (SADC), Her Excellency 

Dr. Stergomena Lawrence Tax, was re-
ceived on her behalf by the Head of SADC 

Public Relations, Ms. Leefa Penehupifo 
Martin. 

 

The petition called for SADC intervention 

in the Caprivi political crisis since the Na-
mibian government have ignored and re-
jected calls for dialogue over the dispute. 

We made it clear in the petition that what 
is required and all we need is a political 

dialogue between the United Democratic 
Party and Namibia to find a lasting solu-
tion to the political woes of Caprivians. 

 

Three weeks later, after submission, we 

received a letter from SADC Legal Affairs 

Unit in which it is stated that “Further to 

our letter of May 2, 2014, this serves to 

inform you that the SADC Secretariat will 

refer your complaint to the Chair of the 

SADC Ministerial Committee of the Organ 

for guidance." 

The said Ministerial Committee of the Or-

gan (MCO) met in Swakopmund, Namibia, 

on 24-24 July 2014. We are not sure if 

our issue was already referred to them 

then and if it was discussed. The commit-

tee was headed by Namibia. 

We are hopeful that our submission is re-

ceiving necessary consideration, but we 

urge our supporters to remain patient yet 

active in educating others about their 

rights, freedoms and responsibilities. It is 

our responsibility as victims to call for so-

lutions to our political problems. 

We will follow up the submission very ear-

ly in 2015, and we request members to 

support us in all our public activities. 
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Ms. Leefa Martin receiving the petition as she 
shakes hands with Edwin Samati while Mr. 
Event Linyando looks on! 



Caprivi Concerned Group managed to 

send a petition to the Secretary General 
of the United Nations (UN) on the 23rd of 
June 2014 via fax and email urging him 

to consider unconditional release of 
Caprivi political prisoners and endorsing 
the right of Caprivians to self-

determination. 

 

The petition was necessitated by the fact 

that Ban Ki – moon was to visit Namibia 
coincidentally on the 24th of June which 
is also a date by which Sam Nujoma 

signed Act 10 of 1999 on the 24th of June 
1999, a law which extended Namibian 
laws to the Eastern Caprivi Zipfel.  

 
Moreover, it was also necessary because 

Namibia have not shown willingness to 
peacefully settle the Caprivi political dis-
pute despite repeated calls for solution by 

the public and other concerned organiza-
tions. 

 

Caprivians were the most excited people 
in Africa for the UN Secretary General to 
come to Namibia. Our hopes and prayer 

were that he feels pity and find it duty 
binding to set a peaceful platform for dia-
logue, or an actual political solution for 

Caprivians. 

 

We believe that Caprivi high treason sus-

pects are not criminals but victims of po-
litical suppression whereas the real crim-
inal is the Namibian government. It is 

definitely embarrassing in the face of jus-
tice or the international law for any court 

to prosecute victims of a politically moti-
vated systematic crime instead of the per-
petrator. 

 
Hon. Geoffrey Mwilima, for example, was 
severely tortured yet he is still under 

prosecution and kept in prison for 15 
years now. 
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Petition to UN Secretary General 

So far, it is up to the UN Chief to carry 

out his duties accordingly on this dis-
pute. The petition was also faxed and 

emailed to various institutions and indi-
viduals such as the International Court 
of Justice, SADC, USA and Botswana 

presidents. 
 
The following are our specific demands 

which were contained in our petition: 
 

1. Unconditional release of seventy-five 
(75) Caprivi high treason prisoners 
(suspects) who have been detained and 

tried for nearly fifteen (15) years now 
and their trial is still ongoing while 

twenty-six (26) others mysteriously died 
in prison since 1999. 
 

2. Recommending and/or endorsing the 
right of Caprivians to self-determination 
and total independence in accordance 

with Purposes and Principles of the UN 
Charter (1945), UN General Assembly 

resolution 1514 (XV) of 1960 and the 
UN Friendly Relations Declaration of 
1970. 

 
We are happy that his visit was followed 
by a SADC-United Nations Department 

of Political Affairs (UNDPA) Interactive 
Dialogue from July 18 to 19 2014 in 

Windhoek. 

H.E. Ban Ki moon, United Nations SG 



The idea of boycotting Namibian elections be-

gan in 2013 when it became clear that the 
Namibian government would not reverse 
Caprivi name change and the misappropria-

tion of western Caprivi to Kavango. 
 
Some of those who stood with us when pro-

testing against name change made a U-turn 
as elections approached. They decided to vote 

using voter’s cards written “Zambezi region”, 
which implies that they accepted the name 
“Zambezi”. 

 
CCG have not yet accepted the name 
“Zambezi”, and already had issues on its table 

even before name change. Hence, we decided 
to champion the “No Vote” idea particularly in 

the context of the Caprivi political dispute 
and the quest for a political solution. 
 

Initially, CCG thought of fielding independent 
candidates during regional and local govern-

ment elections. Ideally, these candidates 
would concentrate on the Caprivi political dis-
pute during campaigns and then concentrate 

on finding a political solution to the dispute 
once in office. The idea was strongly support-
ed by some and strongly opposed by others 

within CCG’s rank and file. 
 

Despite strong differences, consensus was 
reached that we have to boycott Namibian 
elections entirely and everybody understood 

the idea and its motive. The resolution (was) 
is in line with the founding purposes of CCG 

which are mediation and political pressure 
towards a political solution on the Caprivi po-
litical dispute. 

 
It must be understood that CCG is a media-
tion and pressure group. The immediate ob-

jectives for “no vote” were or are: 1) to mount 
pressure on political parties and their leaders 

to think and talk about the solution to the 
Caprivi issue, 2) to provoke public debate on 
this controversial topic 3) to seek attention 

from political leaders and from election ob-
servers (international community). 

 
Besides, there is no political party in Namibia 

which is seemingly ready to address the 

Caprivi political issue politically. We went 
through their manifestos and followed most of 
their public rallies but there was no “promise” 

to solve the Caprivi political dispute. As vic-
tims of the dispute and electorate at the same 
time, this raises the question, why vote for 

them if they are not our political saviors? Why 
vote for them if they can’t solve our problems? 

 
Our parents, brothers and uncles are kept in 
prison for 16 years while innocent. Twenty-six 

(26) of them have died in prison. Others are 
suffering in refugee camps in Botswana and 
elsewhere. Our parents, brothers and com-

rades are in unknown mass graves. Western 
Caprivi is now for Kavango, not for Caprivians 

and suddenly there is copper there. 
 
These issues above, with available proof that 

Caprivi is not part of Namibia and that 
Caprivians have the right to be free from Na-

mibia, give us sleepless nights. The silence or 
idleness of the public, “councilors”, Parlia-
mentarians and the Namibian president on 

these issues is what annoy us most.  
 
Thanks to all who attended our public meet-

ings, all CCG activists on social media, and 
all who did not vote. You are not just sup-

porters, but you are our greatest pillars in-
deed. You are not our followers but our lead-
ers. Keep on educating others and deliver 

them from ignorance. Know that SWAPO will 
always be SWAPO no matter the face (person)! 

 
As long as there is no political solution over 
the Caprivi political dispute, we will never 

vote, and no voting advocacy shall continue. 
Now you know that no one was arrested for 
not voting, and no one can. Those who want 

to be voted for must learn to negotiate not to 
demand or buy votes. 

Understanding the “No Vote” Idea 
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Edwin Samati, CCG-SG 



“TAMA HEMBE, SIYA MUTU OPERATION” 

A POLICE OPERATION AGAINST “NO VOTE” 
Harassments, Intimidation and Abuse of Power 

Since Sunday, 09 November 2014, Caprivi Con-
cerned Group (CCG) have been distributing t-shirts 
printed “NO VOTE” in front, and “For our tomor-
row, No Voting in Caprivi 2014, We take action 
now” printed at the back. 
 
This is after having conducted dozens of public 
meetings since 27 July 2014 advocating for boy-

cotting Namibian national assembly and presiden-
tial elections for various reasons known to the Na-
mibian government and the police. Mainly, the rea-
sons are: Ignored Caprivi political dispute, Derailed 
Caprivi high treason trial and detention, Western 
Caprivi misappropriated to Kavango, Caprivi im-
posed name change, and the unconstitutional ban 
of the United Democratic Party. 
 
You may recall that on April 12 2012 the Namibian 
police disallowed our peaceful demonstration, ef-
fectively denying us the  right to freely and peace-
fully protest. 
 
This report is concentrated on harassments en-
dured or which transpired from Monday – Thurs-
day, 24 – 27 November 2014, endured by leaders 
and ordinary members of CCG just less than 5 
days before elections. It is up readers or observers 
to judge if Caprivians are lawless people or they are 

governed by a lawless government! 
 

Day One, Monday 24 November 2014: 
 
At around 10h30 in the morning, three Namibian 

Special Field force members approached two 
Caprivi Concerned Group (CCG) leaders namely 
Event Linyando (Information Secretary) and Al-
drin Mahulilo (National Coordinator), and they 
were picked up along with two ordinary mem-
bers by the Station Commander for 
“distributing T-Shirts” and submitted them to 
the regional commander. 

 
The Station Commander, Robert Sanjahi, claimed 

that the T-shirts were being sold. The regional 
commander, Boniface Mukendwa, called the 
Namibian Broadcasting Corporation (NBC) news 
team to his office. 

 
When the news team arrived, the camera was set, 

and the regional commander began to give an 
unprepared speech. In short he said: 

 
CCG has contravened the Electoral Act by indirect-

ly or directly preventing people not to vote. 
The Police will not tolerate the distribution of T-

Shirts 

The Police will carry out an operation to confis-
cate these T-Shirts wherever they are. 

He also claimed that the t-shirts were not print-
ed locally, and he demanded a “border clear-
ance” 

 
The News Team did not ask any question, and 

the detainees were not allowed to say any-
thing to the news team. The news team went 
out, and the regional commander told the 
detainees that the Inspector General was still 
consulting the Attorney  and the Prosecutor 
Generals on what 
action to be taken. 

 
Police officers confis-

cated eight (8) “no 
vote” t-shirts and 
the detainees were 
set free and trans-
ported back to 
town. 
 

While at the regional Commander’s Office: 
 
In town, a mob of SFF members confiscated 

three “no vote” t-shirts from three CCG mem-
bers (names withheld). Two were given on 
instruction, and one was forcefully taken by 
SFF members. 

 
Day Two: Tuesday, 25 November 2014 
 
Around 13h00, the Chief of Investigators (name 

unknown) came and picked two of CCG lead-
ers for “wearing no voting T-Shirts” who are 
also the same leaders who were detained the 
previous day for “distributing T-shirts”. 

 
They were taken to the regional commander’s 

office. The regional commander told the de-
tainees that the issue was discussed the pre-
vious day and that he is informed that CCG 
intends to sue him for unlawful detention. 

 

Mahulilo & Linyando in the 
Reg-Commander’s Office. 

Com. Borniface Mukendwa 
Caprivi Regional Commander 
Namibian Police Force 



He said he is ready to meet complaints in court, and 
that was all. The Chief Investigator transported 
them back to where they were picked. 

 
Later in the day: 
 

At around 14h30 mob of (10) SFF members came 
and jumped out of a Police Mini-Bus. A Police 
Inspector (name unknown) instructed Event 
Linyando (CCG Deputy Secretary for information 
and publicity) to choose to 1) take out the “no 
voting” T-Shirt then they buy a T-Shirt for him or 
2) jump into the Police Minibus. 

 

Cde. Linyando said he doesn’t want a new shirt, 
then he was ordered go into the minibus. He 
stood up walking to the bus but the SFF mem-
bers kept pushing him towards to car. 

 
Along the way, in the car, SFF members kept order-

ing him to take out the shirt and he insisted that 
he does not know why he should do so. He re-
fused. 

 
About 100 meters towards the regional command-

er’s office, the minibus stopped (pulled over) and 
they pushed him out. The Inspector instructed 
his team to forcefully take the T-Shirt. The team 
did not react but the Inspector grabbed him and 
forcefully removed the T-shirt with the help of 
others who grabbed the hands of Linyando. 

 
The Inspector told Linyando that he can go and tell 

“your inspector”. Linyando walked half naked to 

the regional commander’s office and reported the 
incidence to him (commissioner). 

 
The surprised regional commander asked if Linyan-

do was selling or distributing the T-shirts, and 
he responded that he was just seated. The re-
gional commander called the Inspector into his 
office while Linyando was left outside (on the re-
ception). 

 
No Police officer attended to Linyando thereafter.     

 

Day Three: Wednesday, November 26 2014: 
 

Around 13h30, a mob of Namibian Special Field 
Force (SFF) members came to the point where 
Cde. Aldrin Mahulilo was, in town. They called 
him to their (police) car, a quantum - minibus. 
 

When he came to them they ordered him to remove 
the no vote t-shirt or get into the car. He told 
them that he will not do any of the options, and 
told them go back to their camp, station or offic-
es and bring a warrant of arrest that is when he 
will go with them. 

 
He walked away, and the quantum left. They never 

came back again. 
 

Day four, Thursday 27 November 2014 
 

Around 14h00 we received an SMS tipping us 
that Police is carrying out an operation 
around town (Katima Mulilo) to detain any-
one wearing the no vote t-shirt. 
 

Around 14h30 the POLICE minibus came to 
the point where Cde. Mahulilo use to sell 
(vend) some products. About ten (10) SFF 
members came out of the car and ap-
proached Cde. Mahulilo. They ordered him 
to takeout the “no vote” t-shirt or to go with 
them into the car. He chose to go with 

them. They pushed him to the car and he 
jumped into the car. 

 
They drove about three kilometers from the 

town center and pullover into the bush. 
While in the tinted windowed minibus, they 
claimed that he is a Zimbabwean and they 
demanded his Namibian ID card and he 
gave the his ID. 
They demanded 
him to remove 
the t-shirt, he re-
fused. They pep-
per sprayed him 
all over his face 
and chest, and 
then pulled off 
the t-shirt from 
his body. 

 

They pushed him out of 
the car while half 
naked, and they 
drove away. 

 

LATER the same day, 
 
At around 15h00 when the Secretary General 

of CCG, Mr. Edwin Samati was driving 
around town, he met the SSF minibus. The 
minibus sounded a hooter signaling Mr. Sa-
mati to stop and pull over. He stopped, 
pulled over and came out of his car with the 
“no vote” t-shirt on. 

 
A mob of armed SFF came out of the minibus 

and approached the Cde. Samati. They or-
dered to take out the t-shirt himself or they 
will do it by force. He told them to take him 
instead of the t-shirt if there is any crime 
committed. 
 

They took the t-shirt by force. When Mr. Sama-
ti tried to take a photo with his phone, they 
wanted to take the phone also by force, 

pepper sprayed him all over his face. They 
left the phone and drove off. 

AT HOME, Aldrin Ma-
hulilo struggling with the 
pain 30 minutes after be-
ing pepper sprayed. 
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two things about Caprivi political dispute at their political 

rallies, unlike in past elections. These politicians include 

Nangolo Mbumba, Governor Sampofu, Doreen Sioka, James 

Sankwasa and councilors. 

Through “no vote” advocacy, we had an opportunity to dis-

cuss our issues with DTA president, Mc Henry Venaani and 

NEFF president and national coordinator Epafras Mukwii-

longo and Kalimbo Iipumbu on separate occasions. 

Through no vote, we had an opportunity to discuss our is-

sues with the SADC Election Observer Mission in Caprivi. 

This was a mission made up of individuals from different 

countries in 

Southern 

Africa. It is a 

rare oppor-

tunity which 

some politi-

cal parties 

did not get. 

No vote is a 

success in-

deed. We simultaneously poured a sense of nationalism into 

the public and the sense of responsibility to the Namibian 

state or political leadership. As long as GRN remain nega-

tive to our issues, no vote shall be our democratic vote 

(voice) in every elections! 

On Saturday, 29 Nov. 2014, the Regional Director of Elec-

tions, Mr. Mbukusa stated on local NBC radio station that 

the voter turnout in Caprivi is 53% and claimed that it was 

because many people did not learn how to use the EVM, 

they feared the machines and that most people came late to 

the poling stations when poling stations had closed! 

On the 27th of July 2014 we had our first “No vote” public 

meeting in Ngweze Community hall, Katima Mulilo. Nearly 

100 people attended it. 

The meeting above was followed by a series of “No vote” 

public meetings in different villages and informal settle-

ments. There are many other areas where we were invited 

but we could not make it because of limited resources. 

During these meetings, CCG was satisfied that many people 

are “concerned” but they live in fear. They fear the govern-

ment (of Namibia) almost as much as they feared the 

“Boers” (apartheid South African government). 

They accepted the idea of not voting given the reasons ex-

plained to them. However, almost everywhere, they reported 

that councilors are threatening them that if they wont vote 

they will not receive drought relief or the pensions and be 

arrested. 

To make matters worse, the Namibian police began to harass 

CCG members and leaders who wore “No Vote” t-shirts. 

They confiscated almost 15 t-shirts and some of us were 

pepper sprayed by the Namibian police just for wearing a 

“No Vote” t-shirt. 

This state of affairs impounded reasonable fear amongst the 

public that if they wont vote they will surely be arrested, 

hence, many voted against their will (i.e. forced to vote). 

To evaluate the “no vote” movement, we need to find out if 

one or more of the objectives were realized/observed. Un-

doubtedly, there was a wide public debate which translates 

into public awakening (awareness) about the Caprivi politi-

cal dispute. The debate continues even today whereas many 

youth are also debating about it. 

We have seen and heard prominent politicians saying one or 

Recounting “No Vote” and its success 

27 July 2014 Public meeting in Katima Mulilo 

Public Meeting at Nampengu village where Evans 
Simasiku also attended 

CCG discussing issues with SADC election 
observers in Katima Mulilo on Nov. 27 2014 


